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1299  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET. 2-3 April. 1886.
Mr. Gladstone humbly stated to Your Majesty that in his belief
his late colleagues, Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Trevelyan, desire
Your Majesty's gracious permission to state the points of difference
between them and their colleagues on the Irish question which
emerged in the discussions of the Cabinet and led to their resigna-
tion of office. Mr. Gladstone humbly prays that this permission
may be given.
1300               Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. April 3. 1886.
. . . She gives Mr. Chamberlain & Mr. Trevelyan the per-
mission they desire.
The Queen is sorry but not surprised to hear Mr. Gladstone is
overwhelmed & requires rest.
1301   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) I, 98-9.)
10, DOWNING STREET, gth April, 1886.
Mr. Gladstone . . . has to report that all the circumstances of
yesterday went strongly to support the observation he lately took
upon him to make, with reference to the singular interest and even
absorption of the public mind in the Irish question. Large crowds
were gathered between Downing Street and Palace Yard in a state
of great enthusiasm though by no means all of one mind, and it
required the exertions of the Police, mounted and on foot, to
secure a rapid passage to the House of Commons and yet not
arrest the ordinary traffic. The scene within the House itself,
which was remarkable, bore testimony to the same state of
feeling.
Mr. Gladstone rose soon after half-past four and spoke until
eight in introducing the proposal he had to make respecting Irish
Government. The House listened with wonderful patience, and
however severe the infliction it would not have been possible
materially to shorten the statement, which had to combine a long
and complex argument for legislating at all in this particular
direction (of the same character as that which he lately had the